Name/Title: T.E.A.M.S
Purpose of Event: Organize students to take attendance, form teams, get equipment or lining
up.
Suggested Grade Level: 3-5
Materials Needed: Poly-spots for the first day, cones to hold 8 X 11 posters of animals placed
in front of each team, fact sheet with a picture of each animal for students to take home.
(Enchanted learning is a great website resource)

Description of Idea
At the beginning of the year, divide the students into 4 teams. Use ability grouping and gender
equity to even out the teams. Each team has the name of an animal. Change names of animal
groups according to habitat on a yearly basis such as rainforest animals, mammals, dinosaurs,
North American animals, etc. Each animal name starts with a letter that will spell the word
TEAM. For example, endangered animals: Turtles, Egrets, Aye-ayes and Macaws; dinosaurs:
Triceratops, Eoraptors, Ankylosaurus,and Megalosaurus; rainforest: Toucans, Electric Eels,
Anacondas, and Morphos. Place polyspots in 4 X 6 rows on the gym floor for a 24 student class.
Spread them out so that students can not touch each other when they do warm-up exercises.
Place a poster of each animal on a cone at the front of each row. You can use the name of the
teams to have the kids get out equipment, to line up to play against each other in a game, etc.
Other options: call them by the T's, the E's, the A's, the M's, or combine teams by calling the
vowels or the consonants.
Assessment Ideas:
At the end of the first class period of the year, students receive a fact sheet about their animal.
At the beginning of the following class when stretching, I ask some students to tell one fact
about their animal so that other students can learn about the various animals. Additional facts
may be added if time permitting. Then ask if anyone can tell what all of the animals have in
common this year such as mammals, rainforest, etc.
Adaptations for Students with Disabilities:
Students with disabilities might be paired up with a partner who will remember the name of the
team animal.

Submitted by Bonnie Rodgers who teaches at Crestview Elementary in Carlisle, PA. Thanks for contributing to
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